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Summary 
Main Entry:  Women in Baptist Life Collection 
 
Date Span:  1972 – 2006 
 
Abstract:  Artificial archival collection gathered from a wide variety of sources over a number of 
years. The collection  consists primarily of articles and clippings related to the role of women in 
Baptist life. The material in the collection examines the role of women as deacons, pastors, and 
other areas of Baptist church life. 
 
Size:  1 linear ft. 
 
Collection #:  AR 160 
 
Historical Sketch 
The Women in Baptist Life Collection is an artificial archival collection that had previously been 
maintained as part of the Baptist History File in the Southern Baptist Historical Library and 
Archives.  This material was collected from a wide variety of sources over a number of years. The 
collection consists primarily of articles and clippings related to the role of women in Baptist life.   
The material in the collection discusses the role of women as deacons, pastors, and in other areas of 
Baptist church life.  Statistics on women’s involvement in Baptist life is included as well. The 
collection includes early documentd related to the Baptist Women in Ministry organization, then 
known as the Southern Baptist Women in Ministry.  The majority of the material in the collection 
supports the idea of an expanded role of women in the church, but includes views from a more 
traditional and conservative perspective.  
 
The material in the collection dates from 1972 to 2006. Historically, the information in the 
collection includes studies from the 18th century to the present. The collection includes 1 linear ft. of 
material, which is arranged alphabetically by folder title. Some additions to the collection are 
expected.  
 
Arrangement 
Arranged in alphabetical order by folder title 
 
Provenance 
Artificial collection compiled by SBHLA staff.  
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Preferred Citation 
Women in Baptist Life Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, 
Tennessee 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Consultation on Women in church related vocation 
Baptist Women in Ministry 
Women in the church 
Ordination of women 
Baptist women 
 
Related Materials 
Blevins, Carolyn D. Women’s place in Baptist life, 2003.  
 
Consultation on Women in Church Related Vocations, 1977-1979. AR 504. Southern Baptist 
Historical Library and Archives.   
 
Neil, Anne Thomas. The New has come : emerging roles among Southern Baptist women / edited 
by Anne Thomas Neil and Virginia Garrett Neely, 1989.  
 
Shaw, Susan M. God speaks to us, too : Southern Baptist women on church, home, and society, 
2008.   
 
Southern Baptist Women in Ministry Proceedings, R460t, Southern Baptist Historical Library and 
Archives. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1 
1.1 Anders, Sarah Frances – “Woman’s role in the SBC and its churches as compared  

with selected other denominations,”  1985 
1.1a Baptist History and Heritage journals on Baptist women in America and Baptist women  
 around the world, Summer/Fall 2005 and Winter 2006 
1.2 Baptist Women in Ministry – Called and committed newsletter, 1978 – 1979 
1.3  Baptist Women in Ministry – General information 
1.4 Baptist Women in Ministry – Proceedings, 1982 – 1984 
1.5 Bentley, Eljee – “Women of the Southern Baptist Convention,” 1989 
1.6 “Bibliography for church history focalizing women,” by Carolyn Goodman Plampin,  

1991 
1.7  Bibliography/sources – Women in the church 
1.8 Clanton, Jann Aldredge – “Why I believe Southern Baptists should ordain women,”   

1988 
1.9 Clippings – Women’s role in the church and the SBC, 1972 – 2008 
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1.10 Consultation on women in church related vocations, 1978 
1.11 Cook, L. Katherine – “Keeping silence: Texas Baptist women’s role in public  

worship, 1880 – 1920” and “Texas Baptist Women and missions, 1830 – 1900” 
1.12 Deweese, Charles – “The role of women in Baptist history,” 1977 
1.13 Earls, Denvis O. – “Church belles: Tractarianism, a ministry for Confederate Christian  

Women,” 2001 
1.14 Earls, Denvis O. – “The daughters of God: Southern Baptist women in the pulpit,  

heresy vs. the call,”  1991 
1.15 Deacons and deaconesses 
1.15a Gallien, Louis B. Jr. – “A Daughter of the King:  Frances E. Tinsley and Her Public  

Ministry During the Progressive Era, 1873 – 1909.” 
1.16 Garmin, Connie D. – “The role of women in Georgia Baptist life, 1733 – 1840,” 67 pp.  
 
Box 2 
2.1 Kill, Carl L. – “In the name of our Father and Mother: A rhetorical apologia.” A  

research paper, 1991 
2.2 Lynch, James R. –“A preliminary checklist of Baptist women in ministry through  

1920,” April, 1993 
2.3 Magee, Nell – “The ministry role of women,” 1979 
2.4 Maston, T. B. – “The Bible and women,” 1985 
2.5 Mullins, E. Y.  “What does the Bible say about women speaking in the churches?”   

ca. 1920 
2.6 Ordination of Baptist women – clippings 
2.7 Patterson, Dorothy – “Why I believe Southern Baptist churches should not ordain  

Women,” 1988 
2.7a     Price, Clay Louis – “A survey of Southern Baptist attitudes toward the role of women 
 church and society,” 1978 
2.8 Reed, James E. – “Women, education and the SBC,” 1986                                                          
2.9 Reitzer, Wille W.G.  – Pamphlets – “The authorities opposed to women in official  

priestly function” and “Female fulfillment from a Biblical perspective,” 1984 
2.10 “The role of women in ministry,” The Atlantic Baptist, April, 1987 
2.11 Stagg, Evelyn and Frank – “Women in ministry,” 1986 
2.12 “State of Women in Baptist Life,” (Reports Commissioned by Baptist Women in  

Ministry) by Eileen R. Campbell-Reed and Pamela R. Durso, 2005, 2006 
2.13 Statistics on women in ministry, 1986 – 2003 
2.14 “Survey of women employees of Southern Baptist Convention agencies, 1978” 
2.15 Vose, Heather – “The ministry of women in the Baptist churches of the USSR,”  

ca. 1990 
2.16 Women in the Church – Seminary Extension, SBC Curriculum, 1978 
2.17 “Women’s relation to the Southern Baptist Convention” – historical manuscript 
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