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Summary:
Main Entry: Major V. Mears Papers

Date Span: 1946 — 2004

Abstract: The collection contains sermon notes, lessons, programs, and scrapbooks
regarding Rev. Mears’ role as a minister and director of associational missions.

Size: 2 linear ft. (three boxes)
Collection #: AR 230

Biographical Sketch

Major V. Mears was the Director of Associational Missions in Northern Arizona for the
Home Mission Board from 1960 — 1981. Before becoming director, Rev. Mears worked
as a rancher and pastor in Texas and Arizona. A United States Air Force pilot during
World War Il, Rev. Mears was a POW in a German camp near the Russian border after
his plane was shot down. While in the camp, he was the unofficial chaplain and minister
to both prisoners and guards. Rev. Mears received an honorable discharge, his Wings,
the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf clusters, European and North African theatre ribbon
with three Battle Stars, Mechanic Medal with two bars, Expert Gunnery Medal, and the
Purple Heart.

Major V. Mears was born in 1919 in Rogers, Texas, and had three brothers and one sister.
He married Ophelia O. Keener on November 6, 1937, and the Mearses had a son and
daughter, Connally and Sonya. Ordained by the Melwood Baptist Church in
Brownwood, Texas in December, 1941, Rev. Mears received his Bachelor of Divinity
degree from Howard Payne University in 1948 and later attended Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Rev. Mears retired in 1981 and continued to preach in churches
around Arizona. He died in Phoenix, Arizona January 6, 2004.

Scope and Content Note

The Major V. Mears Papers (1946 — 2004) contains two linear feet of material in three
document boxes and one records center box. Materials include certificates, clippings,
lessons, programs, scrapbooks, and sermons.

The collection primarily reflects Rev. Mears’s role as a minister, with occasional
references to his work as the Home Mission Board’s Director of Associational Missions
for Northern Arizona. Sermon notes form a majority of the collection and are arranged



alphabetically by title. Two scrapbooks document Rev. Mears’s time as pastor and
Associational Missions Director and include clippings and photographs. Researchers
should note that there are intermittent descriptions in the scrapbooks that explain a
photograph series.

Rev. Mears’s children, Sonya Ulibarri and Connally Mears, and their families donated
the collection to the Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives in December, 2006.

Arrangement
Arranged alphabetically by folder title

Provenance
Donated to the Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives in December, 2006 by
Rev. Mears’ family.

Preferred Citation
Major V. Mears Papers, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville,
Tennessee

Access Restrictions
None

Subject Terms

Mears, Major V., 1919 — 2004
Baptists — Arizona

Missions — Arizona

Indians of North America — Missions
Baptists — Sermons

Container List

Box 1

1.1 Certificates — 20™ Anniversary of Major V. Mears as Director of Associational
Missions, June 9, 1980

1.2  Clippings, 1965 — 1978

1.3  Hymns

1.4 Lessons — The Gospel According to John (Part 1-5)

1.5 Lessons — The Gospel According to John (Part 6-10)

1.6 Pastoral Records, 1947 — 1982

1.7 Photographs — Glorieta Retirees, 1985

1.8 Programs — Major V. Mears’s Funeral, January 12, 2004

1.9 Programs — Miscellaneous

1.10 Sermons - “An Anchor in the Storm,” 1959 — 1992

1.11 Sermons — “Attitudes toward Prayer,” 1996

1.12 Sermons — “Available through Prayer,” 1953 — 1993

1.13 Sermons - “Baptism Does Not Save,” 1958



1.14 Sermons — “Baptism & Lord’s Supper,” 1952 — 1957

1.15 Sermons — “Be Ye Thankful,” 1950 — 1993

1.16 Sermons — “Behold, the Lamb of God,” 1965 — 1994

1.17 Sermons — “Better than the Pharisees,” 1995

1.18 Sermons - “Bible Teaching of the Tithe,” 1949 — 1965

1.19 Sermons — “Birth of Jesus,” 1994 — 1995

1.20 Sermons — “Boy Jesus = New Year,” 1996

1.21 Sermons — “Buried in order to live,” 1954 — 1958

1.22 Sermons — “But these are written,” 1959 — 1996

1.23 Sermons — “Charge to the Church,” 1977 — 1980

1.24 Sermons — “Christ’s Disciples & the Crises of the Cross,” 1970 — 1992
1.25 Sermons — “Christ the King,” 1966 — 1994

1.26 Sermons — “Christ Has Risen/lI Have Seen the Lord,” 1951 — 1989
1.27 Sermons — “Christ Jesus, My Lord,” 1956 — 1994

1.28 Sermons — “Christ’s Prayer for His Own,” 1951 — 1994

1.29 Sermons — “A Citizen of Heaven,” 1948 — 1953

Box 2

2.1 Sermons - “Come,” 1963 — 1992

2.2 Sermons — “Come Before Writer,” 1957 — 1993

2.3 Sermons — “The Common Lot of Man,” 1960 — 1966

2.4  Sermons — “Compassionate Jesus,” 1959 — 1992

2.5 Sermons — “Cost of True Discipleship,” 1996

2.6 Sermons — “The Crossroad of Life,” 1949 — 1977

2.7 Sermons — “The Cry of the People Prevailed,” 1955 — 1994

2.8 Sermons - “Crying Unto Jesus,” 1974 — 1977

2.9 Sermons — “Day after Christmas,” 1993

2.10 Sermons — “Divine Call,” 1964 — 1992

2.11 Sermons - “Don’t Beg for Money,” 1981 — 1996

2.12 Sermons — “The Door [Gate],” 1953 — 1993

2.13 Sermons — “Doors Closed — Never to Open Again,” 1955 — 1958

2.14 Sermons — “Draw Near to God,” 1996

2.15 Sermons — “The Evangel’s Message,” 1956 — 1998

2.16 Sermons — “Events Before and Leading Up to the Night in Bethlehem I,” 1994

2.17 Sermons — “Events of Mary and Joseph Leading Up to the Night in Bethlehem,
1996

2.18 Sermons — “Experiencing God,” 1996

2.19 Sermons — “As Far as unto Bethany,” 1951 — 1992

2.20 Sermons — “Farewell Message,” 1952 — 1960

2.21 Sermons — “My Father’s Business,” 1954 — 1968

2.22 Sermons — “Fear Not,” 1977 — 1994

2.23 Sermons — “Field Unkept,” 1949 — 1967

2.24 Sermons — “Flower of Life,” 1954 — 1972

2.25 Sermons — “Follow Me,” 1975 — 1979

2.26 Sermons — “Footprints Tracks in the Sand,” 1979 — 1995

2.27 Sermons — “Forward March to the Church,” 1965 — 1974
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Sermons — “The Freedom of Parables,” 1952 — 1962
Sermons — “Friendship — Companionship,” 1995
Sermons — “From 25 to 35,” 1959 — 1974

Sermons — “Gather Lambs in His Arms,” 1951 — 1953
Sermons — “A Gem,” 1954 — 1967

Sermons — “Give Me Thine Heart,” 1965 — 1991
Sermons — “Give Ye Them to Eat,” 1955 — 1964
Sermons — “God,” 1952 — 1996

Sermons — “God’s Calendar,” 1954 — 1991

Sermons — “God Called the Father,” 1948 — 1957
Sermons - “God’s Grace,” 1991 — 1994

Sermons — “The God of Lost Things,” 1953 — 1992
Sermons - “God on Missions,” 1981 — 1995

Sermons — “God Wants it To Be,” 1955 — 1974
Sermons — “A Great Confession,” 1968 — 1979
Sermons — “The Great Day of Our Lord,” 1949 — 1978
Sermons — “He Knows Me,” 1970 — 1998

Sermons — “He Saw the Lord,” 1964 — 1992

Sermons — “Heaven,” 1947 — 1996

Sermons — “Heaven our Home,” 1956 — 1983

Sermons - “Heirs of God,” 1970 — 1996

Sermons — “Holy Spirit in Evangelism/Christian Service,” 1962 — 1995
Sermons — “Holy Spirit & Missions,” 1980

Sermons — “Hope,” 1995

Sermons — “How to Pray,” 1996

Sermons — “I Almost Slipped,” 1949 — 1963

Sermons — “The Importance of a Personal Testimony,” 1954 — 1973
Sermons — “In the Beginning God...,” 1953 — 1995
Sermons - “Incentive to Win,” 1980

Sermons — “Jesus Called Him,” 1955 — 1989

Sermons — “At Jesus’ Feet,” 1949 — 1994

Sermons — “Jesus — The Message,” 1976 — 1994
Sermons — “Jesus Wept,” 1960 — 1992

Sermons — “Joseph Opened All the Storehouses,” 1975 — 1991
Sermons — “Joy & Happiness,” 1995

Sermons — “The Joy of Forgiveness,” 1949 — 1995
Sermons — “Labors for Christ,” 1948 — 1957

Sermons — “Lamps of Profession,” 1952 — 1992
Sermons — “Lessons from a Corn Field,” 1955 — 1989
Sermons — “The Light that Led the Way,” 1996
Sermons — “Look Unto Jesus — Author & Finisher — Faith,” 1949 — 1985
Sermons — “The Lord is My Shepherd,” 1994

Sermons — “The Lord is the Strength of My Life,” 1954
Sermons — “The Lord’s Vineyard,” 1964 — 1965
Sermons — “Love Made the Supper,” 1955 — 1969
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Sermons — “The Magnetic Christ,” 1951 — 1989

Sermons — “Men in Darkness,” 1954 — 1976

Sermons — “A Message to the City of Nineveh,” 1954 — 1957
Sermons — “Messiah Foretold,” 1954 — 1992

Sermons — “A Mother in God’s Care,” 1949 — 1958

Sermons — “Mother’s Love,” 1956 — 1977

Sermons — “Night after Easter Sunday,” 1983 — 1986

Sermons - “Palm Sunday,” 1989 — 1996

Sermons — “Power of God among the People,” 1968 — 1991
Sermons - “Privilege of Prayer,” 1992 — 1995

Sermons — “Obstacles to Prayer,” 1996

Sermons — “The Olivet Message,” 1962 — 1991

Sermons — “Open Windows of Heaven,” 1958

Sermons — “Our Brother in Alive,” 1972 — 1996

Sermons — “Parables of the Soils,” 1959 — 1975

Sermons — “Peace be Unto You,” 1959 — 1992

Sermons — “Peace in Our Lives,” 1995

Sermons — “The Power of God unto Salvation,” 1950 — 1962
Sermons — “Prayerfulness,” 1982 — 1993

Sermons — “Preach the Word,” 1956 — 1959

Sermons — “Precious death of Saints,” 1964

Sermons — “The Price Paid for Calvary’s Cross,” 1950 — 1993
Sermons — “Prophecies of the Coming Messiah,” 1994
Sermons — “Redemption,” 1995

Sermons — “The Results,” 1994

Sermons — “River of Life,” 1951 — 1992

Sermons — “Scattering the Church,” 1973 — 1978

Sermons — “Seeking & Finding God’s Face,” 1954 — 1992
Sermons — “Seeking Jesus,” 1951 — 1996

Sermons — “Seest Thou this Woman/and He Saved her Soul,” 1949 — 1994
Sermons — “Signs of the end of the Age,” 1993

Sermons — “A Source of Help in a time of Need,” 1948 — 1995
Sermons — “The Spiritual Life,” 1993 — 1996

Sermons — “The Star in the Night,” 1964 — 1993

Sermons — “Stirring to Remembrance,” 1954 — 1960

Sermons — “Thanks be to God for His Unspeakable Gift,” 1949 — 1993
Sermons — “Thanksgiving to our Lord,” 1996

Sermons — “There is a Balm in Gilead,” 1954 — 1957

Sermons — “They Gave Themselves,” 1961

Sermons — “They Gave Themselves unto the Lord,” 1950 — 1958
Sermons — “Three Crosses at Calvary,” 1955 — 1986

Sermons — “Three Kinds of Disciples,” 1958 — 1968

Sermons — “Tithing, Cooperative Program & Missions,” 1951 — 1967
Sermons — “To Be Used of God,” 1991 — 1994

Sermons — “Transition of Life,” 1952 — 1994
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Sermons — “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus,” 1955 — 1995
Sermons — “Until He Find It,” 1974 — 1994

Sermons — “The Untrodden Path,” 1949 — 1994

Sermons — “A View of God’s Glory,” 1953 — 1993

Sermons — “Visiting to Great Yesterdays,” 1953 — 1995
Sermons — “Walk thru the Land,” 1955 — 1981

Sermons — “Walking with our Lord,” 1995

Sermons — “The Wall Between,” 1961 — 1974

Sermons — “Warnings to Man,” 1948 — 1954

Sermons — “Watchman on Wall,” 1949 — 1968

Sermons — “We are in the World, but not of the World,” 1994
Sermons — “We Have Seen Strange Things Today,” 1970 — 1993
Sermons — “We Should be the Praise of His Glory,” 1960 — 1961
Sermons — “What Mean Ye by These Stones,” 1978 — 1993
Sermons — “What the Shepherd Wants From His Sheep,” 1994
Sermons — “When the Time Had Fully Come,” 1996

Sermons — “Where God Will Meet Us,” 1970 — 1993

Sermons — “Who Am |,” 1982 — 1993

Sermons - “The Word,” 1984 — 1985

Sermons — “The Word Became Flesh,” 1961 — 1995

Sermons - “World in Which We Live,” 1994

Sermons — “A Worthy Tree,” 1953 — 1992



