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Summary
Main Entry: Erik Alfred Nelson Papers

Date Span: 1891 - 1975

Abstract: Collection consists of correspondence and personal papers of Southern Baptist
missionary, Erik Alfred Nelson, that record nearly fifty years of his pioneer mission work in Brazil.
The papers include material in three languages — English, Portuguese, and Swedish.

Size: 1.5 linear ft. (two boxes)
Collection #: AR 363

Historical, Biographical Sketch

Erik Alfred Nelson was born December 17, 1862 in Orebro, Sweden, to Anders and Ana Nelson.
When Erik was seven years old, his father, a Baptist minister, moved the family to the United
States of America, settling near Chanute, Kansas, with other Swedish immigrants, to escape
religious persecution in his own country.

Nelson professed faith in Christ and was baptized into the membership of a Swedish Baptist church
when he was 14 years old. He worked on his father’s farm and later became a cowboy, traveling
extensively in the west and neglecting his religious background. As a man in his 20s, he returned to
Kansas and began to diligently study the Bible.

Inspired by a letter written by W. B. Bagby, a missionary in Brazil, Nelson was determined to go to
Brazil. After disappointments in trying to further his education, he sailed for Brazil in 1891, at the
age of 29. He married Ida Lundberg from Kansas January 7, 1893, and she joined him in Brazil. In
1897, upon the recommendation of Baptist missionaries, William Entzminger and Solomon
Ginsburg, Nelson was appointed by the Foreign Mission Board. His total service in Brazil was 48
years.

Rev. Nelson died in his home in Manaus, Brazil June 15, 1939. His funeral was in the First Baptist
Church, which he founded in 1900, and his body was buried in a nearby cemetery.

Scope and Content Note

The Erik Alfred Nelson Papers is a collection of correspondence and personal papers that record
almost fifty years of pioneer mission work in Brazil and of the first Baptist work on the mighty
Amazon River and the surrounding valley.

The papers date to 1891, when Erik Nelson, a simple farmer-cowboy with limited education,
traveled from Kansas without organizational support to Brazil. They conclude with his death in



Brazil in 1939 while he was serving on a special two-year post-retirement assignment. The Erik
Alfred Nelson Papers span 48 years active service: 1891 — 1997 as a self-supporting missionary,
1897 — 1938 as an appointed missionary of the Southern Baptist Convention, and 1938 — 1939 on
special assignment.

The initial materials in the collection were donated by Dr. Iron Carey Hawthorne Nelson, son of
Erik and Ida Lundberg Nelson, in 1975. Additions have been made by other members of the family.

The papers include material in three languages: English, Portuguese, and Swedish. Specific items
include biographical sketches, diaries, sermon notes, travel notes, certificates and official
documents, account and financial record books, photographs, periodicals, and unpublished
manuscripts about Rev. and Mrs. Nelson's work in Brazil. Highlights include the many years Rev.
Nelson lived on and ministered from a houseboat/launch, the “Buffalo.”

The collection contains personal correspondence from family members in Kansas, including an
older brother, A. G. Nelson, who became a state senator. Reference is made through
correspondence and other documentation to William Buck Bagby, L. M. Bratcher, William
Entzminger, Solomon L. Ginsburg, W. T. Taylor, and Z. C. Taylor, all early Southern Baptist
missionaries to Brazil. In addition, there is considerable correspondence with Foreign Mission
Board corresponding secretaries beginning with R. J. Willingham.

Official Foreign Mission Board records (AR 551-2), which parallel the Erik Alfred Nelson papers,
are available but not a part of this collection. The collection also contains information about the
First Baptist Church of Manaus, Brazil and the North Brazil Mission.

The collection is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title. The major series within the papers,
such as correspondence and dairies, are arranged chronologically. Additions to the collection are
not anticipated. The collection comprises two boxes and one and one-half cubic feet.
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