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Summary
Main Entry: James Lenox Sullivan Papers.

Date span: 1976-1977

Abstract: Collection of correspondence and subject files
of James L. Sullivan related to his service as president
of the Southern Baptist Convention from June 1976 to
June 1977. Served as President of the Sunday School
Board from 1953 to his retirement in 1975.

Size: 2.5 linear ft.

Collection #: AR 586

Biographical Note

James Sullivan was born on March 12, 1910 in Silver
Creeks, Mississippi to James Washington and Mary Ellen
Sullivan. Most of his early years were spent iIn
Mississippi and Tennessee where his father served as a
Southern Baptist pastor. He attended high school in
Tylertown, Mississippi, graduating In 1928. He received
his B.A. degree from Mississippi College in 1932.
Sullivan graduated from the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in 1935 with a Th.M degree. Mississippi College
awarded him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree in
1948.

He was ordained as a Baptist minister In 1930. He served
as pastor to several churches; Boston, Kentucky, 1932-
33; Beaver Dam, Kentucky, 1933-38; Ripley, Tennessee,
1938-1940; Clinton, Mississippi, 1940-42; Brookhaven,
Mississippi, 1942-46; Belmont Heights Church, Nashville,
Tennessee, 1946-50; First Baptist Abilene, Texas, 1950-
53. In 1953, Sullivan was selected as president of the
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.
He retired in 1975. He died in Nashville on December 27,
2004.

Sullivan was active iIn denominational activities,
serving as a trustee and committee member for several
Baptist institutions. In 1976 he was elected over five



other nominees to the presidency of the Southern Baptist
Convention. He declined to be considered for the
customary second term for personal and health reasons.

During his tenure as president of the Convention, he
became the spokesman for Southern Baptists. The
presidential campaign of Jimmy Carter (a Southern
Baptist) attracted a great deal of media attention on
Baptist beliefs and the denomination. Sullivan
conducted numerous interviews with the press during
his year as president.

Sullivan authored numerous articles and several books.
The books written by Sullivan included: Your Life and
Your Church; John"s Witness to Jesus; Memos for
Christian Living; Reach Out; Baptist Polity; Baptist
Polity as 1 see it; and God is my Record.

Scope and Content Note

The collection includes 2.5 linear ft. of material and
consists correspondence and subject files relating to
Sullivan®™s tenure as Southern Baptist Convention president,
1976-77. Much of the correspondence relates to the
activities of the Executive Committee and the planning for
the 1977 Southern Baptist convention. The added
significance to the Sullivan Papers involves the media
attention focused on Baptists because of the nomination and
election of Southern Baptist Jimmy Carter as president the
United States. Sullivan, In many ways, served as spokesman
for the denomination during that year. The papers cover the
time from July, 1976 to July, 1977. There is one folder of
1944 letters and cards when Sullivan served as pastor of
the Brookhaven Baptist Church.

Significant subjects covered in the papers include: Jimmy
Carter, Andrew Young speaking at 1977 Convention, and
Canadian Baptists and Abortion. Included in the subject
files are reports, programs, clippings, speeches,
correspondence, minutes, committee material and
informational files.

Arrangement
The collection is divided Into two series. A.

Correspondence and B. Subject Files. Both series are
arranged alphabetically.



Provenance:
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Access restriction:
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