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Summary
Main Entry: George Allen West Papers

Date Span: 1946 — 1966

Abstract: Collection contains minutes, correspondence, and reports documenting West’s service
to the denomination, especially his membership on the SBC Executive Committee and as Trustee
for the Sunday School Board.

Size: 5 linear ft. (11 boxes)
Collection #: AR 609

Biographical Sketch

George Allen West, Jr., was born in 1915 in Lelaton, Georgia, and grew up in Homestead,
Florida. He made a profession of faith at age eight and was baptized at the First Baptist Church
of Homestead. West attended Stetson University, 1932 — 1936, graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts degree. From 1936 —1942, he attended Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky, earning both a masters and a doctorate in theology. West married
Catherine Bugg of Perryville, Kentucky, in 1939. They had two children — Janet Marie, born in
1941, and George Allen, 111, born in 1944.

During his seminary years, West served as pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in Sturgis,
Kentucky (1938 — 1939) and Bagdad Baptist Church in Bagdad, Kentucky (1939 — 1942). In
1942, he accepted the call as the first pastor of the newly organized Woodmont Baptist Church in
Nashville, Tennessee, and served in that capacity until 1967.

While serving as Woodmont’s pastor, West became involved in a number of community service
organizations, particularly those with issues related to mental and physical health. He served as a
member of the Tennessee Society for Crippled Children and Adults and the Tennessee
Alcoholism Commission. West helped to establish a community counseling program with other
local pastors, in 1960, and maintained an active interest in the work of the Nashville Union
Mission.

West held a number of denominational leadership roles during his career. He was a trustee of
Baptist Hospital, 1948 — 1959, and of the Baptist Sunday School Board, 1946 — 1952 and



1958 —-1964). He also served as a member of the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist
Convention, 1952 — 1958, and the Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 1959 —
1965. He wrote lessons for the Sunday School Board and regularly contributed articles to
religious periodicals. He also compiled a book of missionary sermons entitled “Christ for the
World,” published in 1963 by Broadman Press.

As indicated by his published sermon collection, West maintained a lifelong interest in missions.
In 1953, he visited Southern Baptist mission stations in South America and attended the Baptist
World Youth Congress in Rio de Janeiro. In 1958, he participated in a preaching mission at
Southern Baptist stations throughout the Middle East and southern and eastern Asia. In 1960, he
returned to South America to visit mission stations and attend the Baptist World Alliance
meeting in Rio. Later, in 1963, he preached at military bases in England, Scotland, and Germany.

Dr. West resigned from the pastorate of Woodmont Baptist Church in 1967, after twenty-five
years. He subsequently served as Superintendent of Missions and Executive Director for the
Long Run Association of Baptists in Louisville, Kentucky, retiring in 1980.

Scope and Content Note

The West Papers date from 1946 to 1966, with the bulk of the collection dating from 1950 to
1953 and 1957 to 1962. It consists primarily of minutes, correspondence, and reports
documenting West’s service to the denomination, especially his membership on the Executive
Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention (1952 — 1958) and the Board of Trustees of the
Baptist Sunday School Board (1946 — 1952 and 1958 — 1964). Records of his service to the
Sunday School Board include a significant file of material regarding the controversy surrounding
the publication of The Message of Genesis, by Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
professor Ralph Elliott. Pastoral correspondence from 1946 to 1964, during his tenure at
Woodmont Baptist Church, also comprises a significant portion of the collection. It includes
correspondence with local pastors and with Rabbi William Silverman of The Temple,
Congregation Ohabai Sholom, regarding Jewish-Christian relations and race relations in
Nashville. Another important correspondent was Duke McCall, then president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. Other materials in the collection demonstrate West’s interest in
community service, especially in organizations concerned with mental health.

The collection is organized into nine series: Clippings; Community Service; Conferences,
Seminars, and Tours; Correspondence; Denominational Service; Foreign Missions; Home
missions; Miscellany; and Speaking Engagements. Within each series, documents are arranged
alphabetically by subject or correspondent.

For additional information regarding the career of G. Allen West, Jr., please see the “Baptist
History” file and “Operation Baptist Biography” form under his name. See also the “Church
History” file for Woodmont Baptist Church, the minutes of the Long Run Association of Baptists
(Kentucky) for the years 1967 — 1980, and the records of the Executive Committee of the



Southern Baptist Convention and the Baptist Sunday School Board during the years of his tenure
on those committees.

Arrangement
Nine series arranged alphabetically by subject or correspondence

Provenance
Donated by George Allen West, 1967.

Preferred Citation
George Allen West, Jr., Papers, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville,
Tennessee

Access Restrictions
None

Subject Terms

MccCall, Duke, 1914 —

Missionaries — Correspondence, Reminiscences, etc.
Southern Baptist Convention

Southern Baptist Convention. Executive Committee
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board
Woodmont Baptist Church — Nashville, TN

Elliott Controversy

Related Materials
William Wayne Dehoney Collection. AR 880. Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives.

Container List

Box 1

1.1 Clippings, 1948, 1953, 1959

1.2 Clippings, Houston Post, SBC Edition, May 6, 1953

1.3 Community Counseling Center, 1960 — 1962

1.4 Community Service — Davidson County Anti-Tuberculosis Association, 1962

1.5  Community Service — Nashville Association of Churches, 1946

1.6 Community Service — Nashville Ministers” Association, 1960

1.7 Community Service — Nashville Union Mission, 1958, 1960, 1962

1.8  Community Service — Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation of Church
and State, 1963, 1965, 1966

1.9  Community Service — Sunday Blue Laws, 1965

1.10 Community Service — Tennessee Alcoholism Commission, 1958

1.11 Community Service — Tennessee Hospital Association, 1965 — 1966

1.12  Community Service — Tennessee Society for Crippled Children and Adults, 1958



Box 2
2.1

2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

2.6
2.7

2.8
2.9
2.10
211

2.12
2.13

Box 3
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9

Box 4
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9
410
4.11
412

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Baptist World Alliance — Brazil, 1960 — Correspondence
— Cancellations, 1959 — 1960

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Baptist Work Alliance, Brazil, 1960 — Correspondence —
Planning

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Baptist World Alliance — Brazil, 1960 — Correspondence
— Prospects, 1957 — 1960

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Baptist World Alliance — Brazil, 1960 — Correspondence
— Tour Members, 1959 — 1960

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Baptist World Alliance — Brazil, 1960 — Planning
Documents, 1959 — 1960

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Christianity and World Issues, 1965 — 1966
Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Garnett-Nabrit Lectures — American Baptist Theological
Seminary, 1966

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Pastoral Counseling Institute, Inc.

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Pastors’ Conference, 1966 — 1967

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Tennessee Conference on Social Welfare, 1966
Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Tennessee Conference to Improve the Administration of
Justice, 1965 — 1966

Conferences, Seminars, Tours — Women’s Missionary Union Conference, 1966
Conferences, Seminars, Tours — World Evangelism Conference, 1965 — 1966

Correspondence — Unidentified
Correspondence — A

Correspondence — B

Correspondence — C

Correspondence — “Church of the Air,” 1960
Correspondence — D

Correspondence — E

Correspondence — F

Correspondence - G

Correspondence — Ha — Hi
Correspondence — Ho — Hu
Correspondence — |
Correspondence —J
Correspondence — K
Correspondence — L
Correspondence — M
Correspondence — Main Street Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Florida, 1950
Correspondence — N
Correspondence — O
Correspondence — P
Correspondence — Q



Box 5
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
55
5.6
5.7
5.8
5.9
5.10
Box 6
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

6.7
6.8

6.9
6.10

6.11
6.12
6.13
6.14
Box 7
7.1
7.2
7.3
7.4

7.5
7.6

Correspondence — R
Correspondence — S — Sp
Correspondence — St — Sw
Correspondence — T
Correspondence — Taylor, Verne
Correspondence — U
Correspondence - V
Correspondence — Wa — Wh
Correspondence — Wi — Wy
Correspondence - Y

Denominational Service — Baptist Hospital, Executive Committee, 1959

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Accountants’ Reports, 1948,
1950, 1958, 1961

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Tax
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Bookstore, 1961
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Building
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Committees,
1959

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Investment
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Plans and
Policies, 1960 — 1961

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Committees — Tax
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Correspondence, 1949, 1959 —
1962

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Dr. Sullivan’s Tenth
Anniversary, 1961 — 1962

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Executive Committee Minutes,
1948 — 1950

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Executive Committee Minutes,
1958

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Executive Committee Minutes,
1959

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Financial Reports, 1948 —
1949, 1959, 1961

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Genesis Book, 1962
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Meeting, 1959
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — “The Principles of
Management,” 1959

Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Relief and Annuity Board
Denominational Service — Baptist Sunday School Board — Research Report, 1959



7.7
7.8
7.9
7.10
7.11
7.12
7.13
7.14
7.15
7.16
7.17
7.18
7.19
7.20
7.21
Box 8
8.1
8.2
8.3
8.4
8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8
8.9
Box 9
9.1

9.2

Denominational Service — Belmont University, 1960

Denominational Service — Inter-Agency Council, 1962

Denominational Service — Nashville Baptist Association, 1950, 1960 — 1962
Denominational Service — Seminaries — Midwestern, 1957

Denominational Service — Seminaries — Southern, 1948 — 1949, 1957 — 1958
Denominational Service — Seminaries — Southwestern

Denominational Service — Seminaries — WMU Training School

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — American Baptist Theological
Seminary, 1955 — 1956

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Budgets, 1956
Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Budgets, 1958
Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Committee — Credentials, 1967
Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Committee — Committee On
the Canadian Conference, 1955 — 1957

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Committee to Study the Total
Southern Baptist Program, 1957 — 1958

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Committee on Theological
Education, 1953, 1957 — 1958

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Committees — World Missions
Year, 1962

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee — Church
Finance, 1953 — 1954

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee — Church
Loan Fund, 1954

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee —
Committee on Boards, 1960 (1 of 2)

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Committee on Boards, 1960 (2
of 2)

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee —
Committee on Chaplains” Commissions, 1957

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention —Executive Committee —
Committee on Personnel Policies, 1955

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee —
Committee on Preferred Items, 1955 — 1956

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Correspondence, 1953 — 1959
Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee Minutes,
1953

Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive committee Minutes,
1954
Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee Minutes,
1955



9.3 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee Minutes,

1956

94 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee Minutes,
1957 — 1958

9.5 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee — Misc.,
1957

9.6 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee Move,
1960

9.7 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Executive Committee —
Promotion and Stewardship, 1959

9.8 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Fund Raising, 1955

9.9  Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Letters of Appreciation, 1952 —
1953

9.10 Denominational Service — Southern Baptist Convention — Proceedings, 1956 — 1957

Box 10

10.1 Education, 1962 — 1963

10.2 Evangelism, 1965 — 1966

10.3  Foreign Missions — Clippings, 1963

10.4 Foreign Missions — Foreign Missions Board Office of Press Relations — News Releases,
1960

10.5 Foreign Missions — “Foreign Mission Board Reports,” — news releases, 1959 — 1960

10.6  Foreign Missions — “Foreign Missions News,” 1958 — 1960

10.7  Foreign Missions — “Foreign Missions Bulletin,” 1958 — 1959

10.8 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Argentina, 1959, 1961

10.9 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Australia, 1959

10.10 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Brazil, 1963 — 1964

10.11 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Chile, 1957, 1959 — 1960, 1964

10.12 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — China, 1948

10.13 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Costa Rica, 1957

10.14 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Germany, 1963

10.15 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Ghana, 1959, 1964

10.16 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Hong Kong, 1958 — 1958, 1962, 1964

10.17 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Indonesia, 1958 — 1959, 1963

10.18 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Israel, 1959, 1961, 1963 — 1964

10.19 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Italy, 1958

10.20 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Japan, 1958 — 1959, 1962 — 1964

10.21 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Jordan, 1960, 1963 — 1964

10.22 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Lebanon, 1959, 1965

10.23 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Malaya, 1958, 1960, 1962, 1964

10.24 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Mexico, 1961, 1963 — 1964

10.25 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Nigeria, 1957, 1960 — 1961,
1963 — 1965

10.26 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Peru, 1957

10.27 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Philippines, 1957 — 1964

10.28 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Scotland, 1963



10.29 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Taiwan, 1958, 1961

10.30 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Thailand, 1958 — 1958, 1964

10.31 Foreign Missions — Missionary Correspondence — Unidentified

10.32 Foreign Missions — Promotional Material

10.33 Foreign Missions — West’s “Impressions of Ridgecrest,” Foreign Missions Weed, 1963

Box 11

11.1 Home Missions, 1960 — 1962, 1965

11.2  Miscellany

11.3  Speaking Engagements — Carson-Newman College, 1966

11.4  Speaking Engagements — Gulfshore Baptist Assembly, 1966

11.5 Speaking Engagements — Gunter Air Force Base, 1966

11.6  Speaking Engagements — Ordination Service for Grady L. Randolph, 1948

11.7  Speaking Engagements — Pastors/Deacons Retreat, 1966

11.8 Speaking Engagements — Revivals — Beechland Baptist Church, Kentucky, 1962

11.9 Speaking Engagements — Revivals — Broadway Baptist Church, Maryville, TN, 1966

11.10 Speaking Engagements — Revivals — Emory Baptist Church, Atlanta, 1966

11.11 Speaking Engagements — Revivals — First Baptist, Lebanon, TN, 1959 — 1960

11.12 Speaking Engagements — Revivals — First Baptist, Lenoir, NC, 1959 — 1960

11.13 Speaking Engagements — Revivals — Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., 1959 —
1960



