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Church Architecture Department Collection 
 

AR 795 – 568 
 
 

Summary 
Main Entry:  Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Church Architecture 
Department Collection. 
 
Date Span:  1920 – 1970 
 
Abstract:  In the early years of the 20th century, the Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention began assisting Southern Baptist churches with architectural needs and 
published a guide for the churches in 1917. The collection includes drawings and specifications 
for Sunday School Board buildings, drawings and floor plans for church buildings, and subject 
files, reports, publications, photographs, and posters related to church architecture. 
 
Size:  6 linear ft. 
 
Collection #:  AR 795 – 568 
 
Historical Sketch 
The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention established the Department of 
Church Architecture in 1917. P.E. Burroughs served as head of the new department which 
published free literature on various aspects of church architecture. The Board provided a capable 
staff of architects and draftsmen, and the department offered guiding service for churches that 
planned to build, remodel, or erect pastors' homes. An information bureau was established to 
supply suggestions about church furniture, equipment, and sources of funding for building 
projects. The department, with Burroughs as the writer, published four books (1917 – 1938) 
related to church buildings. 
 
In 1940, William Asa Harrell was named secretary of the Church Architecture Department. The 
department served about 100 churches each month by offering free literature, suggested floor 
plans and exteriors, stock plans of working drawings, and general consultation services. By 
1980, the department was servicing approximately 700 requests per month with a staff of 26 
people. The Church Architecture Department was part of the Church and Staff Support Division 
in the Office of Church Programs and Services.  
 
By 2013, LifeWay Christian Resources had ended its direct architectural services to churches 
and began a new way to serve churches through architecture and building projects. LifeWay 
Architecture joined forces with Visioneering Studios, a national architecture firm that has a 
reputation for being innovative and for designing efficient, effective, and exciting facilities for 
churches.  
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Scope and Content 
The collection is divided into the following four series: 

A. Drawings/Sunday School Board buildings 
B. Drawings/Perspectives/Floor Plans/Photographs – Church Buildings 
C. Reports, Manuals, Subject Files 
D. Publications/Booklets and Posters 

 
The first series consists of architectural drawings, working drawings, and specifications for the 
construction of select Sunday School Board buildings and additions. The files, placed with the 
Church Architecture Department, are arranged alphabetically by the name of the building. 
Drawings (perspectives and floor plans) for church buildings make up the second series of 
material. The drawings, photographic reproductions that could be sent to churches, are arranged 
numerically by plan number. The third series, consisting of reports, manuals, and subject files, 
includes pamphlets, publications, and posters related to church architecture. This series is sub-
divided into (1) publications and (2) posters which are arranged alphabetically by title. 
 
The collection spans the years 1920 to 1970 and includes 6 linear ft. of material. However, no 
official records are included. Photographs of Baptist churches were separated and placed in the 
photograph collection in the SBHLA. The collection was transferred to the Southern Baptist 
Historical Library and Archives by the E. C. Dargan Library, Sunday School Board, in 1990, and 
is open to researchers.  
 
Arrangement 
Alphabetically by title 
 
Provenance 
Transferred to the SBHLA by the E. C. Dargan Library in 1990 
 
Preferred Citation 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Church Architecture Department 
Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Burroughs, P. E. (Prince Emanuel), 1871 – 1948 
Harrell, William Asa, 1903-1971 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Frost Building 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Sullivan Tower 
Church architecture – Designs and plans 
Church facilities – Planning 
Architecture 
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Related Resources 
Burroughs, Prince Emmanuel.  A complete guide to church building, 1923.  
Nichols, J. B. A historical study of Southern Baptist church architecture, 1954. MF 2830 
William Asa Harrell Papers, AR 795-306 
Harrell, William A.  Planning better church buildings, 1957. 
 
Container List 
 
A. Drawings/Board buildings 
 
Box 1 
1.1 Freight Building – Specifications and Proposal, 1922 
1.2 Frost Building – Addition Specifications, 1919 
1.3 Frost Building – Remodeling Specifications, 1922 
1.4 Frost Building – Remodeling Specifications, 1923 
1.5 Frost Building – Floor Plans, CA., 1940 
1.6 Frost Building – Alterations for Bookstore – Specifications, 1953 
1.7 Grill Work – Shop Drawings, 1951 
1.8 Heating and Air Conditioning – Specifications for 9th Ave. Building, 1950 
1.9 Lunch Room – 9th Avenue Building, 1956 
1.10 Office Building – Changes, Contract and Correspondence, 1940 
1.11 Office Building – Extras "After Holts Contract," 1953 
1.12 Office Building – Shop Drawings, 1951 
 
Box 2 
2.1 Printing Building – Contract, 1922 
2.2 Printing Building – Changes and Extras, 1951 – 1952 
2.3 Printing Building – Letters, Releases on Leins, Analysis of Real Estate Cost, 1951 – 1952 
2.4 Printing Building – Specifications, 1950 
2.5 Printing Building – Site Plan, 1950 
2.6 Printing Building – Shop Drawings, 1950 
2.7 Printing Building – Shop Drawings, 1950 
 
Box 3  
3.1 Sullivan Tower – Change Orders, 1950 – 1951 
3.2 Sullivan Tower – Changes and Extras, 1951 – 1953  
3.3 Sullivan Tower – Drawings, 1954 
3.4 Sullivan Tower – Drawings (7th – 9th floors), 1954 
3.5 Sullivan Tower – Addition/Alternatives (7th – 9th floors), 1954 
3.6 Sullivan Tower – Bouchard & Sons Contract (7th – 9th floors), 1955 
 
Box 4 
4.1 Sullivan Tower – Extras,  (7th – 9th floors), 1955 
4.2 Sullivan Tower – R. C. Matthews, Contract, 1955 
4.3 Sullivan Tower – Specifications (7th – 9th floor), 1954 
4.4 Sullivan Tower – Structural Steel Drawings, 1951 
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4.5 Sullivan Tower – Structural Steel Drawings, 1951 
4.6 Sullivan Tower – (10th – 11th floors) – Plans 
4.7 Sullivan Tower – (10th – 11th floors) – Metal Partitions 
 
Box 5 
5.1 Sullivan Tower – (10th -11th floors) – Metal Partitions 
5.2 Van Ness Auditorium, 1951 
5.3 West Wing – Alternatives (specifications), 1954 
5.4 West Wing – Specifications, 1939 
5.5 West Wing – Specifications, 1939 
 
B. Drawings/Perspectives/Floor Plans/Photographs – Church Buildings 
 
5.6 Gill, 1, 2 & 3 – Perspectives 600 – 1200 capacity 
5.7 M-2 #34 – Perspective 
5.8 M-2 #35 – Perspective 
5.9 S-75 (1959) – Perspective 
5.10 A-101 Interior and A-201 Exterior 
5.11 S-149 – Perspective 
5.12 S-150 and S-150T – Perspectives 
 
Box 6 
6.1 S-151 – Perspective, 1959 
6.2 S-155 – Perspective, 1959 
6.3 S-200 – Front and Side Elevations 
6.4 A-201 – Floor Plan 
6.5 B-202 – Perspective 
6.6 PR233-T – Perspective, 1959 
6.7 233-V – Perspective, 1959 
6.8 S-236 – Perspective 
6.9 B-251 – Perspective 
6.10 B-252 – Perspective (Interior and Exterior) 
6.11 C-254 – Perspective, 1959 
6.12 S-288 – Perspective, 1959 
6.13 S-3000 – Floor Plans 
6.14 S-300 – Floor Plans 
6.15 S-300 – (Old Dougherty) Elevations 
6.16 HT-300A – Perspective 
6.17 S-301 – Floor Plans 
6.18 S-301 – Perspective 
6.19 S-302/503 – Floor Plan and Perspective 
6.20 C-310 – Perspective 
6.21 C-313 – Perspective 
6.22 C-317 – Perspective 
6.23 S-320 – Floor Plans 
6.24 H-332 – Pastor's Home – Photograph 
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6.25 S-333 – Floor Plan, 1957 
6.26 D-350 – Gothic – Perspective 
6.27 S-355 – Perspective, 1959 
6.28 S-500A – Perspective (Romanesque) 
6.29 S-500A – Perspective (Gothic) 
6.30 S-500A – Perspective (Colonial) 
6.31 CRL-500 – Perspective 
6.32 A-500 – Perspective 
6.33 A-501 – Perspective 
6.34 S-508 – Floor Plan 
6.35 S-553 – Perspective 
6.36 C-575 – Floor Plan, 1957 
6.37 S-601 – Front Elevation 
6.38 CL-650 – Perspective (Greek) 
6.39 D-666 – Perspective 
6.40 RL-750 – Perspective (Romanesque) 
6.41 S-840 – Perspective 
6.42 S-883 – Floor Plan 
6.43 K-1000 – Perspective 
6.44 KV-2000 – Perspective 
6.45 Church Buildings – No Identification 
6.46 Church Buildings – Non-Baptist 
6.47 Church Services 
6.48 Church Steeples 
6.49 Churches – Sunday School Activities and Rooms 
6.50 Denominational Buildings 
6.51 "Let Us Build" 
6.52 Library Interior 
6.53 Models 
6.54 Neon Signs 
6.55 Parking 
6.56 Recreation Building – Plans 
6.57 Site Plan for an Improved Rural Church 
 
C. Reports, Manuals, Subject Files 
 
Box 7 
7.1 Articles/leaflets, and information related to Church Architecture 
7.2 Articles/leaflets related to Church Architecture 
7.3 Baptist Program, Church Building Issue, 1968 
7.4 Bibliography – Church Architecture 
7.5 Church Administration, Church Architecture Issue, 1968 
7.6 Church and College Architecture Seminar, 1956 
7.7 Church Buildings – Dedication programs, 1942 – 1959 
7.8 Church Buildings – Dedication programs, 1960 – 1970 
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7.9 Conference Programs – Church Architecture, 1963 – 1969 
7.10 Data Sheets – Church Architecture, ca. 1950 
 
Box 8 
8.1 Data Sheets – Church Architecture, 1955 
8.2 Data Sheets – Church Architecture, 1961 
8.3  Data Sheets – Church Architecture, 1969 
8.4 Data Sheets – Church Architecture, 1970 
8.5 “Free church architecture: its history and theology,” by James Leo Garrett, 1967 
8.6 Guide Book for Church Building committees, 1961 
8.7 "Inspiration through Good Design" – Audio-visual production 
8.8 Interprogram report on physical resources, 1968 
8.9 Let Us Build, P. F. Burroughs 
8.10 Maintenance for Church Buildings, June, 1971. 
8.11 Planning for auditorium, educational building, and pastor’s home, 1953 
8.12 Proceedings – Church Buildings and Architecture Conference, 1957 
 
Box 9 
9.1 Proceedings – Church Building and Architecture Conference, 1960 
9.2 Proceedings – Church Building and Architecture Conference, 1963 
9.3 Proceedings – Church Building and Architecture Conference, 1966 
9.4 Proceedings – Church Building and Architecture Conference, 1969 
9.5 Proceedings – The Church and the Architect Workshop, 1972 
9.6 Program of Church Architecture Consultation, 1966 
9.7 Recommendations for educational furnishings and equipment, 1969 
9.8 Report of findings committee of Building conference, 1939 
9.9  Rural churches – Sunday School Builder, 1947 
 
Box 10 
10.1 Seminar on Church Architecture, 1957 
10.2 Slides – Church buildings/conferences 
10.3 Southern Baptist – 30,000 movement – floor plans and first units 
10.4 Stock plans for special studies, 1950s 
10.5 Student center planning packet, 1968 
10.6 Suggested guide for Church Building Committee, 1957 
10.7 Suggested guide for Church Building Committee, 1960s 
10.8 Suggested guide for Church Building Committee, 1965 
10.9  Suggested guide for Church Building Committee, 1969 
10.10 Suggested guide for Planning and Survey Committees, 1957, 1963 
10.11 Suggested guide for Planning and Survey Committees, 1967 
10.12 Suggested guide for Planning and Survey Committees, 1970 
10.13 Survey of present and planned church buildings, 1956 
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D. Publications/Booklets and Posters 
 

I. Publications/Booklets 
 
Box 11 
11.1 Beginner Equipment, 1967 
11.2 Building Designs for Village and Country Church, 1928 
11.3 Building for Church Music, 1965 
11.4 Building for Recreation – Planning Kit, 1969 
11.5 Building for Social Life, ca.1928 
11.6 Church Building Designs – Capacity, 100 to 300, 1965 
11.7 Church Building Design – Capacity 100 – 400, 1970 
11.8 Church Building Design – Capacity 200 – 500, plan no. 304, ca. 1928 
11.9 Church Building Design – Capacity 400 to 1200, 1968 
11.10 Church Building Design for First Units, 1971 
11.11 Church Building Design with Open Corridors, 1966  
11.12 Church Building: Planned to Meet Present Day Needs – Burroughs, ca. 1928 
11.13 Church Building Programs – Harrell, 1955, 1965 
11.14 Church Building – Space Probe, 1967 
11.15 Church Buildings – Costing $1500 to $20,000, ca. 1928 
11.16 Church Buildings – Booklets, 1950 – 1965 
11.17 Church Designs – Capacity 100 to 300, ca. 1938 
11.18 Church Designs – Capacity 500 to 600, ca. 1955 
11.19 Church Designs – Capacity for 600 – 2000, ca. 1958 
11.20  Church Designs – Capacity 600 – 2700, ca. 1950 
11.21 Church Designs – Costing $5000 to $25,000 – H.L. Cain, Architect, ca. 1925 
11.22. Church Designs – Costing $6000 to $30,000 – R.H. Hunt, Architect, ca. 1925 
11.23  Church Designs for one story buildings, ca. 1955 
 
Box 12 
12.1 Church Designs for first units, 1959, 1963 
12.2 Church Designs for Unit Buildings, ca. 1965 
12.3 Church Efficiency Courses, ca. 1936 
12.4 Church Remodeling Designs, Capacity 100 to 300, ca. 1955 
12.5 Church Remodeling and mission Designs, Capacity 100 – 500, ca. 1950 
12.6 Church Remodeling and unit design – Capacity 100 – 300,  1959 
12.7  Church Remodeling designs – Capacity 100 – 300, 1957 
12.8 Church Remodeling designs – R111-115, R211-214, R311-313 
12.9 Consult the Sunday School Board’s Architectural Department, ca. 1950 
12.10 Country churches and proper housing, 1951, 1958(?) 
12.11 Department buildings for all churches, 1957 
12.12 Equipment at work in the Nursery Department 
12.13 Fundamentals for a Church Building Program, ca. 1955 
12.14 Helps for Planning, Remodeling, Furnishing Church Buildings, ca. 1950 
12.15 Home for the Pastor, 1957 
12.16  Home for the Pastor, 1968 
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12.17 Housing the Sunday School, ca. 1935 
12.18 How to Build That New Church, 1926 
12.19 How to Finance the New Church Building – Burroughs, ca. 1930 
12.20 How to Furnish the Sunday School Building, ca 1930 
12.21 How to Organize the Church Building Committee, ca. 1928 
12.22 How to Plan for Church Library Space and Equipment, 1968 
12.23 How to Plan or Remodel Your Church Building, ca. 1928  
12.24 Modern Church and Sunday School Building, ca. 1925  
12.25 Modern homes for the pastor, ca. 1950 
12.26 More building space now – Million more in ‘54 
12.27 Multi-Unit Church Building Designs, 1968 
12.28 The Pastor and the Building Campaign, ca. 1925 
12.29 The Pastor and the Meeting House –by Allen Fort, ca. 1925 

 12.30 Plan to Build or Remodel Your Church Building? Consult the Baptist Sunday School 
 Board Architectural Department, ca. 1940 
12.31 Plans and policies of the Baptist Loan Corporation of the Baptist General Convention of  
 Texas, ca. 1955 

 12.32 Plans and Suggestions for Building – Remodeling – Enlarging – Beautifying Church 
 Buildings, ca.1950 
12.33 Postcards 
12.34 Preliminary Steps in Building – P. E. Burroughs, ca. 1925 
12.35 Providing Adequate Building Facilities for a Church Music Education Program, 1945,  
 1955 

 12.36 Providing for the Organ – W. A. Harrell, ca. 1950 
12.37 Recommendations for Educational Furnishings and Equipment, 1970 
12.38 Remodeling Church Buildings – P. E. Burroughs 
12.39 Selecting the Architect – Burroughs, Dillard and Evans, ca. 1925 
 
Box 13 
13.1 Serving the Churches – Church Architecture Department, 1967, 1969 

 13.2 Some Lines of Service Offered by the Architectural Dept. – Baptist Sunday School  
  Board, ca. 1928 

13.3 Standard building for church and Sunday school of 1000 members, ca. 1940 
13.4 Standard Church and Sunday School Building – Capacity of 600, ca. 1935 
13.5 Standard Church and Sunday School Buildings – Capacity 500 to 900. Plan #506 
13.6 Standard Church and Sunday School Building – $30,000 to $60,000. Plan #602 
13.7 Standard Church and Sunday School Building – Capacity of 900, ca. 1925 
13.8 Standard church building costing $10,000 to $20,000 – Plan #303, ca. 1935 
13.9 Standard Church Building for Church and Sunday school of 1200, ca. 1925 
13.10   Standard for Church Buildings, ca. 1922 
13.11 Standard Sunday School Buildings – Plans for schools of 100, 200, 400, 600, and 800  
 members, ca. 1925 
13.12 Suggested Design for a Great Country or Town Church Building, Plan #202, ca. 1925 
13.13 Suggested Plan for Church Building Fundraising and Related Matters by Frank Tripp, ca.  
 1957 
13.14 Suggestions and Plans for Pastor's Homes by P. E. Burroughs, ca. 1925 
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13.15 Suggestive Building Designs – Capacity 500 – 1000.  Cost $30,000 to $100,000, ca. 1935 
13.16 Typical Church and Sunday School Building – Plan #400, ca. 1925 
13.17 Typical Colonial Church Design – Capacity of 900, ca. 1925 
13.18 Typical Drawings Using the 1970 Grouping – Grading Plan, 1969 
13.19 Why Not Remodel – Enlarge – Beautify Your Church? ca. 1925 
 
       II. Posters 
 

 13.20 “Be strong all ye people and work for I am with you saith the Lord.” 
 13.21 “Build the house: and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.” 
 13.22 “Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. What will you give?” 
 13.23 “Except the Lord build the house they labor in vain that build it.” 
 13.24 “The God of Heaven, He will prosper us.” 
 13.25 “Happy is the man who can say, 'I am doing my part.’” 
 13.26 “If you would build a good church, dig deep.” 
 13.27 “Let us build.” 
 13.28 “The Lord loveth a hilarious giver.” 
 13.29 “The people rejoice because with perfect heart they offer willingly to the Lord.” 
 13.30 “Planning better church buildings.” 
 13.31 “Shall we continue this or shall we build.” 
 13.32 “Why not have a worthy pastor's home.” 


