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Summary
Main Entry: Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Thomas Luther Holcomb
Papers.

Date Span: 1931 — 1947

Abstract: Extensive correspondence files of Thomas Luther Holcomb, Corresponding Secretary
of the Baptist Sunday School Board from 1935 to 1953. The collection includes official
correspondence, family and personal correspondence, and subject files.

Size: 22 linear ft. (44 boxes)
Collection #: AR 795-98

Biographical Sketch

Denominational executive and pastor Thomas Luther Holcomb (1882-1972) served as executive
secretary-treasurer of the Baptist Sunday School Board (now LifeWay Christian Resources) from
1935-1953. During his tenure, a church music education program was started, a 12-story
administration building was completed, the Ridgecrest conference center complex was expanded,
and the Glorieta conference center was established.

Holcomb was born in Purvis, Mississippi, December 22, 1882, the son of William B. Holcomb, a
Baptist minister, and Ada Broom Holcomb. He attended Mississippi College (B.S., 1904) and
the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (Theology Graduate Certificate, 1908). Honorary
doctorate degrees were conferred upon him by Mississippi College, Howard Payne College, and
Mercer University. Ordained in 1904, he married Willie Jenkins of Durant, Mississippi, May 8,
1910. They had two children, Luther and Louise.

Holcomb pastored several churches in Mississippi, Texas, and Oklahoma. During World War |
he served as religious director for the YMCA in France. He served as executive secretary of the
Baptist General Convention of Texas in 1928-1929. In June, 1935, he became executive
secretary-treasurer of the Baptist Sunday School Board. Upon his retirement in 1953 the Board’s
annual budget had grown from $1,700,000 to more than $12,000,000. The day following his
retirement he became executive secretary of the Southern Baptist Foundation. In 1959 he retired
again, becoming associate pastor of Lakewood Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas.



Following the death of his first wife, Holcomb married Eunice King of Sherman, Texas. He died
September 13, 1972. He is buried in Durant, Mississippi.

Scope and Content Note

The collection is divided into two series, official correspondence (43 boxes) and one box of
subject files. Each series is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title. The collection is
comprised mostly of extensive correspondence between Holcomb, Baptist leaders, and local
pastors. Family and personal correspondence and some subject files are also included.

Major topics addressed in the collection include administrative and financial matters of the
Sunday School Board, development of the church music education department and production of
the Baptist Hymnal, activities at the Ridgecrest and Glorieta conference centers, Sunday school
publications, Vacation Bible School, and the Woman’s Missionary Union.

Significant correspondence with the following individuals is included in the files: E.P.
Alldredge, C.J. Allen, J.N. Barnette, P.E. Burroughs, W.O. Carver, Austin Crouch, M.E. Dodd,
Arthur Flake, Homer Grice, J.E. Lambdin, S.F. Lowe, Kathleen Mallory, Juliette Mather, B.B.
McKinney, Hight C. Moore, Louie Newton, John R. Sampey, L.R. Scarborough, B.W. Spillman,
and George W. Truett.

Arrangement
The collection is divided into two series, correspondence (43 boxes) and subject files (1 box).
Each series is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title.

Provenance
Transferred by the Sunday School Board (LifeWay Christian Resources), Southern Baptist
Convention, 1991.

Preferred Citation
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Thomas Luther Holcomb Papers, Southern
Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee.

Access Restrictions
None
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