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Summary
Main Entry: King, David — Baptists in the Middle East Collection

Date Span: 1953 — 1993

Abstract: This collection documents the missionary career of Southern Baptist
Convention missionaries to Lebanon, David and Maxine King. The collection includes
articles, clippings, lesson plans, reports, sermon notes, and subject files that reflect the
Kings’ missionary service to countries in the Middle East and North Africa. About half
of the collection consists of the correspondence files King kept during his missionary
service. A substantial portion of those correspondence includes letters between King and
administrators at the Foreign Mission Board (now International Mission Board) and
letters between King and other Middle East-area missionaries. The collection also
contains materials surrounding the Lebanese Civil War from 1973 to 1977.

Size: 3.5 linear ft. (7 document boxes)
Collection #: AR 900

Biographical Sketch

Southern Baptist Convention missionary to Lebanon and the Middle East, David King
was born in Michigan in 1925. After serving in the United States Air Force during the
Second World War, he attended Howard Payne University and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. During his time at Southwestern, King was pastor at several
churches in the nearby area. In 1946, King married Maxine Claude, and the couple had
one child.

Upon his graduation from Southwestern Seminary, King was appointed by the SBC’s
Foreign Mission Board, in 1959, as missionary to the Arab section of the Near East,
based in Beirut, Lebanon. In addition to his missionary activities, King served as a New
Testament and Greek professor at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut, as
well as directing the Middle East Evangelism Ministry. Throughout his time in the
Middle East, King argued passionately for the spiritual and financial support needed to
adequately continue the mission’s work. The Kings were in Lebanon in the years leading
up to the Lebanese Civil War. King and his wife traveled to other parts of the Middle
East to lead conferences, retreats, and training opportunities for national leaders. They
retired in 1989 after thirty years of service to the Board.



Scope and Content Note

The David King — Baptists in the Middle East Collection (3.5 linear ft.) documents the
missionary career of Southern Baptist Convention missionaries to Lebanon, David and
Maxine King. The collection spans the years 1953 to 1993. The collection includes
articles, clippings, lesson plans, reports, sermon notes, and subject files that reflect the
Kings’ missionary service to countries in the Middle East and North Africa. About half
of the collection consists of the correspondence files King kept during his missionary
service. A substantial portion of those correspondence includes letters between King and
administrators at the Foreign Mission Board (now International Mission Board) and
letters between King and other Middle East-area missionaries. The collection also
contains materials surrounding the Lebanese Civil War from 1973 to 1977.

The collection was compiled by International Mission Board missionary, David King.
The major topics and issues included in the papers are: the Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary, the Baptist Center for Mass Communication, Baptist International Ministries
of the Middle East and North Africa, and the Near East Baptist Mission, and work with
the Baptist World Alliance.

Arrangement
The collection is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title.

Provenance
Donated by David King, 2010.

Preferred Citation
David King — Baptists in the Middle East Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library
and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee.

Access Restrictions
None
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